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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 27th November 2015 

LAA WELCOMES CAA MOVE TO ALLOW GROUP-OWNERS TO RECEIVE FLYING TRAINING IN NATIONAL  
PERMIT TO FLY AIRCRAFT  

The UK Civil Aviation Authority has issued an exemption to the Air Navigation Order which allows owners of 
national Permit to Fly light aircraft to receive pilot training (including ab-initio training) and carry out their skills 
test in their ‘permit’ aircraft, whether the aircraft is sole-owner or group owned. Previously, this had only been 
possible in aircraft that were solely owned. The exemption also extends this capability to spouses and children of 
the owner(s), rather than the previously rather vague ‘immediate family’ of a sole owner.  

“We’re delighted at this news, which means that instructors can now be paid for instructing on permit aircraft in 
the normal way, either personally or through an arrangement with a flying club” says LAA Chief Executive Steve 
Slater. “The exemption, which is part of the CAA’s current review of the Air Navigation Order in which we were a 
participant, extends to any of the more than 5,000-strong fleet of UK registered light aircraft with a national 
Permit to Fly.”   

The exemption reflects the CAA’s policy that if a joint-owner pays to receive training or skills testing in their 
aircraft, it is considered to be a private flight. Therefore the aircraft used for such a flight need only comply with 
the private airworthiness requirements. It is valid for any flying training or skills test, regardless of whether or not 
the recipient holds a pilot’s licence.  

Heavier aircraft, operated in accordance with CAP 632 are excluded – meaning ex-military aircraft or replicas with 
a Maximum Take-off Mass Authorised in excess of 2730 kg, a piston engine with a rating of 800 hp or more, or a 
turboprop or turbojet engine. EASA Permit aircraft are also not included. The CAA recommends that  prospective 
aircraft owners thinking of  buying or building an aircraft  with a view to learning to fly in it should take account of 
the suitability of the type’s construction and handling characteristics, the availability of instructors who are 
knowledgeable of the type, and appropriate maintenance and continuing airworthiness arrangements. 
Guidance on these issues is available from the relevant flying associations, training organisations and clubs, 
including the LAA technical leaflet TL. 2.09, Learning to Fly in an LAA aircraft. 

Note: If a pilot is training towards an EASA licence or rating, this is likely to have to be done under arrangements 
entered into with an Approved Training Organisation (ATO) or Registered Training Facility (RTF). This is a 
requirement under the EASA Aircrew Regulation for most licences or ratings. Provided the ATO or RTF is willing to 
provide instruction in the aircraft, and operate it in accordance with their operational procedures, this is permitted. 
The ATO or RTF should be able to advise whether the aircraft is suitable for training towards the licence or rating 
being sought. 

The Light Aircraft Association – Making Dreams Fly. 
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--- NOTES FOR EDITORS --- 

About the Light Aircraft Association 
With a history extending over nearly 70 years, the UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe and economical 
operation of sports and recreational aircraft. Representing the aviation interests of around 8,000 recreational 
pilots, amateur-builders and enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the operation of more than 2,500 light 
aircraft and the build of another 1,700, whilst providing sector-leading consultation and advocacy in aviation-
related regulatory matters both in UK and Europe. 
www.laa.uk.com 
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