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(Left) Regular LAA Rally attendee Alister 
Sutherland brought his pretty little 

Wagabond, G-WAGA, down from Fearn in 
Ross-Shire, Scotland. The type is one of 

the Wag-Aero kits, based very closely on 
the PA17 Vagabond and this example was 

formally registered as G-BNJA.  
(Photo Nigel Hitchman)

Since the return of the LAA Rally in 
2009, the remit has been for an 
event that minimises financial risk 
and maximises enjoyment for our 
members. It seemed to work from 

the outset, certainly it has not lost money for 
the Association, it’s been well supported by 
members and the trade, and has always had a 
happy, carefree atmosphere. 

It takes time for any event to ‘get into the 
groove’ as the modus operandi is fine-tuned 
and for me, 2015 will go down as the year 

when it all seemed to click into place with the 
minimum of problems. There was a real air  
of positivity that it was a real pleasure to be 
part of.

Admitted, the weather could have been 
better; Friday and Saturday had a definite 
autumnal feel with a chilly breeze – across 
the runway on Friday. Despite that we still had 
around 800 aircraft arrivals while the car park 
was very full too, showing that when flying is 
perhaps not an option, you are prepared to 
come by road instead.

Thank you to all those who supported 
the event, I hope you agree it was a great 
weekend. Next year sees our 70th anniversary 
so we would like to make Rally 2016 even 
better. We are open to suggestions – and offers 
of help – so please drop me a line if you have 
any ideas.

For now though here’s a small selection of 
some of the runners and riders that caught my 
eye. As there was far too much of interest for 
one short feature, I will bring you more in the 
next issue.

I think more than ever, this year showed that the Rally formula is correct, says Brian Hope
Pictures by Nigel Hitchman, Brian Hope, Neil Wilson and Paul Morton
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Andy Best’s 
Blue Two project is well 

known to readers, with Andy kindly keeping 
us abreast of his self-designed project through our 
Project News column (this issue features his trials and 
tribulations with the main gear, page 10). The Rally 
was the first opportunity to see the aircraft ‘in the 
carbon’, so to speak, and the judges were sufficiently 
impressed to award him the Albert Codling Trophy for 
the Best Part Built Aircraft. (Photo Brian Hope)

 (Below) This year saw 
another welcome increase 

in foreign visitors. Here Kaj 
Christensen taxies out his 

own design Christensen 
Opus 3, OY-CYZ, to start 
his homeward journey to 
Sonderborg in Denmark. 

(Photo Nigel Hitchman)
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Undoubtedly one of the stars of the show was Fox Moth, ZK-AGM, which was restored 
by Jan Cooper and her team at the Newbury Aeroplane Company. It was simply stunning 
and picked up two awards, the John Randell Trophy for the Best Vintage Aircraft and the 
Personal Plane Services Trophy for the Best DH Aircraft. It will be operating in the UK as 

G-CIPJ before returning to New Zealand next year. (Photo Nigel Hitchman)
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(Above) What a fine figure of an aeroplane the Jodel Mascaret cuts, it is hard to believe that the design goes back over 50 years to 1962. 
G-IEJH is owned by Dave Worth and Tony Turner, and hails from Crowfield. (Photo Nigel Hitchman)

(Above) The new SL version of the microlight Eurostar is selling 
well, reports Light Sport Aircraft. More aeroplane for more money 
for sure but a shame that the standard model is no longer available 
for those who prefer cost over sophistication.  
(Photo Nigel Hitchman)

(Left) You certainly couldn’t accuse Gerry Smith of shying away 
from a challenge! He is planning to restore this Percival Vega 
Gull, rescued from Australia, to flying condition. He is currently 
considering some form of help group to share some of the work 
and intends downsizing his home to assist financing the project. 
I’m sure we all wish him the very best in what will undoubtedly be 
a very major project. (Photo Nigel Hitchman)

(Right) The AMF Chevvron is quite a 
rare bird these days. G-MVXX came in from Long 

Marston on Sunday and is owned and operated 
by Tim James as an SSDR. The type first flew 

in 1983 with a V-tail but production models had 
conventional tail surfaces. 41 examples were 
built and the exceptionally quiet 32hp Konig 

SD570 four-cylinder radial two-stroke was the 
favoured power unit. (Photo Nigel Hitchman)
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(Above) Roger Peirse was awarded a Commendation Certificate 
for Part-Built Aircraft for his Nieuport 16 replica. Built from an 
Airdrome Antiques Nieuport 11 kit supplied by Grass Strip 
Aviation, Roger has made some minor changes to present 
this approx 7/8 scale replica as a Nieuport 16. What you see 
represents less than 12 months’ work; maybe we will see it flying 
into next year’s Rally. (Photo Brian Hope)

(Above) Nord 1002 Pingouin II, G-ASTG, is owned by Robert Fray 
and was returned to flying condition early last year. Built in France 
from 1944, it is in effect a Me108 powered by a straight six 240hp 
Renault 6Q 10. (Photo Nigel Hitchman)

(Above) Whilst at 
the Rally, Alan James took the 

opportunity to present a donation of one of his 
handmade propellers to Martin Jones and LAA 
vice President Stewart Jackson for the ‘Royal’ 
Turbulent that is being restored to flying condition 
up at Martin’s Derby Airfield. The project also 
received a donation from Cambrai Covers.  
(Photo Brian Hope)

Dave Reid’s Chilton Monoplane 
DW1A, G-JUJU, is a recent 
completion and it was great 
to see it at the Rally. Powered 
by the Walter Mikron, it makes 
a superb and practical little 
vintage style single-seater. 
There’s a very interesting 
website dedicated to the 
Chilton at www.chilton-aircraft.
co.uk (Photo Nigel Hitchman)

RALLY 2015

Lord Robin Rotherwick’s recently-completed RV-8, G-LEMI, exhibited superb attention to detail and won Robin the RAA (Canada) 
Trophy for the Best Kit Built Aircraft. More on this lovely machine in the November issue.  
(Photo Nigel Hitchman)

A pair of superb Miles aircraft – Peter Holloway’s 1936 M3 Falcon, G-AEEG, 
in the foreground and David Blackburn and Patricia Fenton’s 1947 M38 

Messenger, G-AKBO. (Photo Paul Morton)
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 Nick Hart takes-off on Saturday afternoon to start his homeward journey back to Kent. Powered by a 25hp 185cc single-cylinder two-

stroke Vittorazi Moster engine, the Zigolo SSDR is not intended as a cross-country machine as it only cruises at 35mph. The journey 
to Sywell was planned as an adventure to prove the reliability of the machine; it only had about three hours on it prior to the trip. The 
trip took around six-and-a-half hours over two days, with half a dozen stops en route. The weather on the Thursday before the Rally 
was particularly wet and unpleasant but the aircraft performed faultlessly and touched down at the Rally late in the evening. The Zigolo 
comes in kit form and is supplied by Graham Smith’s Sprite Aviation Services. It now features rapid wing removal, taking only ten 
minutes, so it can be hangared in a small area or kept in a trailer. At just a tad over £10K, including delivery and vat, you won’t find a 
much cheaper way of getting airborne in a new three-axis microlight. Five machines have been sold to date. (Photo Nigel Hitchman)

(Above) This pretty Dutch arrival from Maastricht is an Ultravia Pelican, 
a Canadian kitplane. There are only two examples in the UK, one being 
a tailwheel variant. Interestingly there is also an early single-seat ‘Super 
Pelican’ microlight version operating as an SSDR. (Photo Nigel Hitchman)

(Left) There was an impressive number of RVs at the Rally, 
certainly outnumbering any other marque. And for the 
would-be builder, Gary Smith and colleagues, who run 
the LAA’s Working in Aluminium courses, were giving 
demonstrations throughout the weekend in the LAS 
sponsored Homebuilders Centre. (Photo Paul Morton)

The LAA Rally saw the launch of the EarthX Lithium 
battery range in the UK, by CFS Aero. These lightweight, 
high cold cranking amp batteries offer an integrated 
Battery Management System (BMS), providing protection 
against over-discharge, over-charge, short-circuit and 
excessive cranking (through temperature sensing), as 
well as integrated cell-balancing technology. The batteries 
meet the Rotax ASB-912i-005iS, in relation to Lithium 
batteries. Already in use in a number of aircraft around 
the world, on a wide range of engines, these batteries 
are considered to offer a higher degree of security over 
lithium batteries without a BMS. For more details contact 
rotax@cfsaero.com (Photo Brian Hope)



RALLY 2015

OCTOBER 2015 | LIGHT AVIATION 25

The New SkyView™

Featuring SkyView Touch™

Touch when you want it. Turbulence when you don't.
We invite you to discover The New SkyView.™ Go Fly.™

From the beginning, Dynon's pilot-engineers 
designed SkyView to have a clean and intuitive 
pilot interface so you can focus on the flying, 
not the technology. The New SkyView extends 
this philosophy with dedicated Knob and 
Autopilot Control Panels. SkyView TouchTM adds 
the convenience of touch when you want it but 
keeps a full set of buttons and joystick knobs for 
precise control in turbulence. And SkyView’s latest 
software has dozens of new features like the new 
six-pack instruments, and twin and large engine 
support. 

Learn more at  www.TheNewSkyView.com

 

For complete specifications and pricing, please contact:

MENDELSSOHN
PILOT SUPPLIES

0131 447 7777
www.gps.co.uk

49 - 51 Colinton Road Edinburgh EH10 5DH

(Above) A nice shot of a classic 1966 built Zlin Z-326 Trener 
Master, owned by Peter Colman and flown in from Luxters Farm 
in Buckinghamshire. A development of the Z-226, it features 
retractable gear and a 160hp six-cylinder inline Walter Minor 6-111. 
When the post war World Aerobatic Championships started in 
1960, Zlins were the aircraft to beat, winning titles with the Z-226, 
Z-326, Z-526 and Z-50 right up till the mid 1980s.  
(Photo Nigel Hitchman)

(Left) Rounding off this first Rally feature we have the winner of 
the Pooley Sword for Best Replica Aircraft, Matt Bodddington for 
the Avro 504K Olivia (owned by Eric Verdon-Roe). The aircraft 
is the second example built in Argentina by a Pur Sang Aero 
Historic, a company that was initially a car restoration company, 
and it flew for the first time in 2010, powered by a 150hp R3600 
Rotec radial engine. It came to England in 2013 and formed part of 
the static display at that year’s Goodwood Revival, celebrating 100 
years since the type first flew. (Photo Paul Morton)

(Above) Andy Phillips (of Andair fame) in his latest RV, a -7 which 
he completed earlier this year. Somehow Andy manages to 
pack all his display stand equipment into his aircraft and fly to 
the show! I recently had a phone call from Andy’s 14-year-old 
grandson, Toren, who regularly flies with Andy and he asked me 
to surprise his granddad by putting a picture of his new aircraft 
in the magazine. Unfortunately Toren’s emailed picture was 
corrupted so I hope this one will do the trick. (Photo Neil Wilson)


