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Touring AdvenTure

A t this time of year, the focus is on 
Christmas, largely due to the retail 
industry’s relentless efforts to relieve 
us of our hard-earned cash. For 
aviators, whether you’re flying, 

building or maintaining your cherished mount, 
winter’s short days and intemperate weather 
makes our sport somewhat challenging.

It’s said that some of the best flying days 
can be found in the winter, which may be true 
for pilots whose destination is simply ‘the sky’, 
but for those of us who enjoy going further 

Many choose this time of year to enjoy 
some winter sun, in a bid to escape the poor 
weather, at least briefly. For the majority, 
taking a holiday means some form of 
relaxation – reading a book on a sun-lounger, 
with the occasional dip in the pool or visit to 
the bar – but that isn’t for me or, I suspect, 
most pilots!

The search for adventure and discovery 
must be in our DNA for, wherever I go, I 
naturally tend to seek out new experiences. 
I’m not saying that the essential touristy things 
should be omitted, but time has to be found 
for a little pulse-increasing excitement.

QuesTING NATure
I’m not sure if you’ve noticed quite how many 
pilots also own camper vans, ride motorbikes, 
ski, sail or scuba-dive. I guess that if we’d all 
lived a couple of hundred years ago we’d all 
be at sea, having taken the ‘King’s Shilling’ in 
our quest for adventure.

(Above) Barbados, a former British colony, 
is a mecca for sun-seekers and divers. 
(Photo: Martin Ferid)

(Left) Grantley Adams International Airport 
is named after the former Prime Minister, 
who’s considered one of the island’s 
biggest heroes. (Photo: Martin Ferid)

afield it’s a rather flat and frustrating time of 
year. We have to snatch the odd flight here 
and there, and even then need to be back at 
base early, as the low sun can make landing 
problematic. Be sure to clean your windscreen 
before you depart as even a little dust really 
exacerbates that situation.

P ilots  of  the 
Caribbean

Martin ferid takes a day trip from Barbados to the island of saint Vincent
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“Security is mostly a superstition. It does 
not exist in nature... Life is either a daring 
adventure or nothing,” said Helen Keller 
(1880-1968), an amazingly well-travelled 
American author and political activist, 
despite her deafness and blindness.

LAA member Brian Clarke has written a 
couple of interesting articles about his trips to 
Australia, where he obtained an Aussie PPL, 
and Hawaii, which saw him flying with a local 
instructor. At many destinations it’s far easier 
and cheaper to take an instructor with you, 
rather than go through what can be too many 
hoops to jump through, to validate a local 
licence in a relatively short space of time.

So, our Caribbean holiday was booked and 
the point arrived when the Boeing airliner we 
were travelling on made its final approach. 
However, I was more excited about the fact 
that, over following days, I’d be flying myself 
around the beautiful Eastern Caribbean island 
of Barbados in the Lesser Antilles.

I’d been in contact with the Barbados 
Light Aeroplane Club at Grantley Adams 
International Airport in Christ Church (www.
facebook.com/barbadoslightaeroplaneclub, 
ifly.barbados@gmail.com, +1 246 420 4359) 
some months previously, and the process 
for getting a Bajan (Barbadian) licence, 
without which I couldn’t fly solo, seemed 
pretty straightforward.

I’d arranged a check-out with the aeroclub, 
on the opposite side of the airfield, which 
turned out to be a pretty standard flight test 
without any written exams. In fact, by far the 
most difficult part was the trip backwards 
and forwards to the Bajan CAA equivalent, 
to get the various stamps I needed for the 
issue of the licence. Where would we be 
without such paperwork and officialdom? 
And we all know where the Bajans got their 
penchant for ‘red tape’ – the island was a 
British colony for over 300 years!

After ending up on first-name terms with 
everyone in three offices, the licence was 
issued and I initially took up a couple of the 
locals who’d probably never get a chance 
to see their country from such a unique 
perspective. Before the flight, one nervous 
young lad, who drove the water-ski boat, 
said with a worried tone, “You know, in life 
there are times when you do something and 
you’re not really sure why…”

Looking at his face after the flight I knew 
why – those 45 minutes or so would remain 
a cherished memory forever, whatever else 
he did in life. 

CALM & TurBuLeNCe
The prevailing winds in the area are from the 
northeast, making Barbados’s west coast the 
sheltered and fashionable side – that’s where 
you’ll find all the exclusive hotels and where 
the rich and famous have their holiday homes.

In the air, however, the exact opposite is 
true, as with nothing to disturb it the eastern, 
Atlantic Ocean side of the island is quite 
smooth and it’s the west that’s turbulent due 
to wind’s effect on the local topography.

After a couple of days going around the 
island, first one way and then the other, the 
wanderlust began to take hold again and I 
began to look further afield, at the island of 
Saint Vincent.

Before we qualified as pilots in the UK, 
we had to do two solo landaways and it’s 
the same in Barbados. However, we must 
spare a thought for the poor Bajan student 

(Above & left) Barbados Light Aeroplane 
Club is based at Grantley Adams 
International and offers a warm welcome to 
overseas GA pilots. (Photos: Martin Ferid)

pilots as their landaways involve serious water 
crossings, with the nearest island being 
approximately an hour away. With no features, 
towns or railways en route, I’m not quite sure 
what happens if they get the navigation wrong 
and miss an island altogether.

Things generally start early in this part of the 
world as, depending on the season, the weather 
is often calmer then, with thunderstorms or 
heavy showers arriving during the afternoon.

At 6am we were all up and ready at the 
airfield as I checked out the Warrior. On testing 
the fuel something seemed wrong, and if you 
ever get that feeling about anything, don’t 
just brush it aside but pursue it until you’re 
satisfied. One fuel tank was near to empty with 
the other completely full, a very unusual state 
for any pilot to leave an aircraft. Upon draining 
the tanks I couldn’t see any water and the 
smell of avgas was definitely there, albeit the 
fuel was possibly lighter in colour.

After taking more out of the full tank, I 
realised the Warrior must’ve been left fairly 
evenly filled between the two, and that one 

tank had filled with rain water due to a leaky 
seal. So instead of water in the fuel I had one 
tank mainly consisting of it, which gave little or 
no indication in the fuel strainer. 

The aeroclub came up with a couple of 
possible solutions, either take the Warrior on 
another day, or its Cessna C182RG, which 
required another checkout as it had a 
retractable undercarriage and a wobbly prop. 

On speaking with the instructor, he said the 
check-out could be done en-route, if I didn’t 
mind him coming along so, in spite of the hire 
rate on the C182 being a fair bit more 
expensive, I chose to go as planned.

From Flight Level 85 I could see Saint 
Vincent from about halfway and eventually 
made out ET Joshua Airport near Kingstown, 
which actually closed earlier this year, to 
make way for the shiny, new Argyle 
International. Who knows, with enough 
interest, ET Joshua could be reopened for 
private flying.

Due to the high ground, both approach 
and departure for light aircraft are made ›

(Below) It’s hoped that Saint Vincent’s 
recently closed eT Joshua Airport can be 
reopened for use by the GA community. 
(Photo: Martin Ferid)

“For the majority, taking a holiday means 
some form of relaxation but that isn’t for 

me or, I suspect, most pilots!”
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The Lime n Pub in Kingstown, saint Vincent, is 
a fantastic spot for lunch. (Photo: Martin Ferid)

over the sea, so it’s quite spectacular and akin 
to San Sebastian (Spain) or Venice Lido (Italy). 
Customs was essentially a few friendly 
questions and ‘have a nice day’. 

IsLANd LIfe
With the sound of a distant steel band wafting 
on the breeze, we called a taxi and asked to 
be taken to a nice fish restaurant on the 
seafront. The driver dropped us atThe Lime n 
Pub (Villa Beach, Kingstown, limepub69@msn.
com, +1 784 458 4227), owned by Dave and 
Hazel Dunn. It’s opposite Palm Island which, 
these days, is an exclusive resort, but at one 
time was essentially the local rubbish dump.

Now I’m quite used to popping across the 
English Channel for lunch, as France, Belgium 
and Holland are within easy reach, but this felt 
special. Sat in the shade of palm trees, with the 
fragrance of bougainvillea glabra filling the air 

(Above) Palm Island, which used to be Saint Vincent’s rubbish dump, is now an 
exclusive holiday spot. (Photo: Martin Ferid)

(Right) A map of the island from 1688, the year ‘Gentleman Pirate’ Stede Bonnet 
was born in Bridgetown, Barbados. (Photo: www.barbadospropertysearch.com)

and a fruit punch in hand, was just about as 
chilled and satisfied as one can get. I strongly 
doubted that the ‘Le Touquet for lunch’ run 
would ever feel quite the same again.

If I were to visit Saint Vincent again I’d 
make a point of staying a night or two, hiring 
a car and seeking out the sights. However, 
on this occasion, due to our late departure 
from Barbados there wasn’t time to explore 
the island, so after our meal of fresh flying 
fish and snapper, we had the customary 
swim and headed back to the airfield.

To file our VFR flight plan there was the 
mandatory visit from one office to another, to 
get the necessary stamps on all the various bits 
of paper, and by the time we submitted that it 
was rejected, as officially it’d be night by the 
time we got back. As my rarely used IMC was 
current, they suggested re-filing as an IFR 
flight-plan, which we did and it was accepted.

“None of the other 
pursuits can quite 

compare to the privilege 
of being able to explore 

any new area in an 
aircraft which you 

pilot yourself”
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As A PersONAL Christmas present, 
and a bit of fun, I’m pleased to offer 
three biennial renewals free of charge 
(instructor only), either as local flights 
or day trips in the UK or abroad, in return 
for the correct answers to the following 
questions, all of which are associated 
with this series of articles:
1) Can you correctly name all the flags 
on the homepage of our website, at 
www.lightaircrafttraining.co.uk?
2) In what type of aircraft did new PPL 
Jordan Jennings make his first trip to the 
LAA Rally earlier this year?
3) Which of the ‘Favourite Destinations’ 
on our website, www.lightaircrafttraining.
co.uk, has an original copy of Hitler’s 
Mein Kampf in its museum?

Please send your answers to the 
email address below. The closing date 
for entries is 31 December 2017 and the 
three winners will be announced in the 
February issue of LA.

MArTIN ferId Is a Class Rating 
Instructor and Revalidation Examiner. He 
specialises in helping qualified UK pilots 
expand their horizons, by introducing them 
to the splendours of flying in Europe, both 
as day trips and for a few days at a time. 

If you lack a little confidence in crossing 
the Channel, touring in general or indeed 
any aspects of flying, please contact 
Martin using the details below. Just ask, 
he’s pleased to help! Conversely any tips, 
advice, comments or suggestions will also 
be gratefully received. 

As part of this monthly series of Touring 
Adventures, throughout the year we’ve 
been arranging fly-outs to destinations in 
both the UK and abroad. The idea is to get 
pilots to fly a little more, go further afield 
and dust off those ‘hangar queens’! Picture 
a weekend away to a nice town, with good 
food and a glass or two, in the company of 
a bunch of like-minded people.

If you’ld like to join us on any of the 
fly-outs at a local airfield – maybe a 
weekend down by the Loire or even further 
afield – you’d be most welcome. It makes 
no difference whether you’re a seasoned 
tourer or have never crossed the Channel 
before, there’s enough support and 
experience around to help allay those fears. 

Email the address below and I’ll add 
your name to the list and keep you 
informed – who knows, like us you may 
just get addicted.

For anyone who’s looking for inspiration 
or new destinations take a look at the 
website below, there should be enough 
there to quench most thirsts, all of which 
can be discovered at the relatively sedate 
cruising speed of 90kt.

To contact Martin, please email 
stoneacreaviation@yahoo.co.uk or call 
07958 880178. Further info can found at 
www.lightaircrattraining.co.uk

Competition time!

 about the author

For those who haven’t been to the Tropics, 
night comes all of a sudden, and a few miles 
off from our return it was as if somebody had 
turned off a light switch. Looking behind, we 
could still make out vestiges of the last rays 
of the sun, but heading east towards our 
destination the sky was black.

The glow from Bajan buildings was visible 
enough, but it did seem an age before the 
runway lights were finally illuminated. In truth 
the wait probably wasn’t that long, it just 
seemed so, given the pressure of being up 
in a dark sky with seemingly nowhere to go.

A sTOrIed HIsTOry
Barbados itself has quite a history. Originally 
settled by the Amerindians, followed by the 
Arawaks, in 1200AD the island was overrun 
by the Caribs. The Portuguese were the first 
Europeans to arrive, in the early seventeenth 
century, and gave the country its name, after 
the bearded fig tree which grows there.

In 1625 it was colonised by Britain, which 
also started importing Africans to work on the 
plantations, until the abolition of slavery in 
1838. Barbados gained full independence in 
1966, although the island retains strong links 
with Britain.

Apart from flying, Barbados offers many 
other activities. The sailing is great, with many 
hotels having Sunfish dinghies available for 
their guests, and the scuba diving is superb, 
as the island boasts protected coral reefs 
and some spectacular wrecks – if you’re 
experienced, the Stavronikita is one of the 
most impressive. For the foodies there’s a 
choice of great restaurants, particularly if 
you like fish. Some are simple beach shacks, 
while others offer expensive fine dining, 
although the basic ingredient of freshly 
caught fish is essentially the same.

I think that hiring a car is essential, firstly to 
tour the historical sites but also to seek out 
secluded bays, which often feature a hidden 
gem of a restaurant. If you haven’t tried the 
potent Bajan rum punches, or the non-alcoholic 

versions, they’re a treat. Take one part 
pineapple juice, three parts orange juice, 
two bananas, some ice and one or two shots 
of grenadine then blend together.

The list could go on and on, but none of 
the other pursuits can quite compare to the 
privilege of being able to explore any new 
area in an aircraft which you pilot yourself.

I’m not sure what legendary pirates like 
Sam Lord or Stede Bonnet, who were 
notorious in these waters, would have made of 
the ease with which us pilots can travel from 
one piece of land to another, especially when 
there are such distances involved.

During your next holiday, whether in the UK 
or abroad, if you’re given the opportunity to fly, 
just do so – it may just be worth taking your 
licence and logbook along, just in case! Better 
still, make the arrangements before you set out.

As an aside, there’s little we can do about 
the fact that the whole region is in the 
hurricane belt, the recent season having 
proved particularly devastating. My own 
feeling about visiting these delightful 
destinations is to avoid the ‘big business’ 
all-inclusive resorts, as they’re all overseas-
owned and often of dubious quality.

I don’t book transfers and, instead, hire 
a car. Nor do I eat in big hotels, rather I use 
the local restaurants. I’m aware that my DIY 
approach may not be everyone’s idea 
of an overseas break, and that financial 
protection only covers package holidays, but 
in essence I get to meet the locals and my 
money goes into the local economy, where it’s 
most appreciated and very much needed.

As this is the last issue of LA for 2017, I 
hope that you’ve enjoyed this series of articles 
thus far and have at least attempted to fly to 
some of the destinations featured. Now all 
that remains is to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and all the best for 2018! ■

Next month’s Touring Adventures features 
Martin’s Best Three Fly-ins of 2017, namely 
Henstridge in Somerset, Amiens, France, 
and Hogänäs, Sweden

Born into a wealthy 
english family, 
stede Bonnet 
turned to piracy in 
1717, because of 
marital problems, 
and was hanged 
in Charlestown, 
south Carolina, in 
december 1718.  
(Photo: Wiki 
Commons)
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