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Education

Rekindling 
the Flame!

(Above) Geoff proudly wearing his LAA 
Gold Wings badge. With Bronze, Silver 
and Gold Wings available, it’s a great 
excuse to try something different.  
(Photo: Geoff Rishman)

Flying was beginning to pall for Geoff Rishman, so he spiced things up 
by improving his skills with an aerobatic rating, a tailwheel conversion, 

Night and IMC ratings, and by gaining his LAA Gold Wings

A s i caught them staring through 
the transparent door of the 
tumble-drier, my eight-year-old 
grandaughter said to her 
younger sister, “i wonder what 

it would be like to be in there?” Well, it didn’t 
take grandad too long to be able to provide 
that answer! 

I gained my PPL in 1982 and until recently 
had remained a competent but relatively 
unadventurous pilot – it was aerobatics that 
finally stirred my passions again...

CuBANS ANd INVerSIONS
A few years ago, I was working near Manston 
Airport when I thought, “I’ll nip in there, to 
see what they have to offer”.

I hadn’t really thought about aerobatics 
before but, being an impulsive sort of bloke, 
I signed up for a course which would 
reinvigorate my waning interest in flying. 
I’d become complacent, bored even, with 
driving an aerial conveyance around the sky, 
nipping across the Channel for lunch, and 
generally impressing my friends. 

At Manston, I was to encounter one of 
the most charismatic and enthusiastic 
people I’d ever had the pleasure of meeting. 
He, of course, was my aerobatic instructor, 

Sam Whatmough. The machine we used was 
a fairly pedestrian Cessna C152 Aerobat. I 
was familiar with the C152 as I’d learned to 
fly in the type, way back in those long-ago, 
heady days at Biggin Hill. 

However, apart from the full-blown spinning 
exercise which was compulsory for the PPL 
in those days, I’d never before departed from 
straight and level flight. We did loops, aileron 
rolls, stall turns, half-Cubans, reverse 
half-Cubans, erect spins and even a slow 
roll in this somewhat acrobatically limited 
machine. One day, I was told, “Take it up 
and enjoy yourself.” That I did, with pleasure, 
and soon afterwards was waiting in the queue 
at CAA Gatwick, to get the aerobatic rating 
endorsed on my licence.

I can vouch for the veracity of many 
generally accepted statements, including 
that aerobatics improves one’s piloting skills 
and engenders a confidence which enables 
misfortunes and surprises to be safely dealt 
with. In short, departing from the straight 
and level, although initially quite fearsome, 
becomes familiar and strangely gratifying.

The limited capability of the C152, which 
has no inverted system, soon brought another 
unexpected benefit. Doing a half-Cuban 
meant pushing forward, after five-eighths 

After completing a taildragger 
conversion, I bought a share in this 
Cessna C120. (Photo: Geoff Rishman)
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“The Tiger Club’s 
instructors are 

absolutely brilliant!”

The Tiger Club’s Tiger Moth at its new 
base, Damyn’s Hall – another interesting 

flying challenge. (Photo: Geoff Rishman)

The Tiger Club’s Mundry CAP10B proved 
so much more capable than the Cessna 
C152 Aerobat I initially did my Aerobatic 

rating on. (Photo: Geoff Rishman)

of a loop, into inverted flight and rolling 
the aeroplane erect shortly after. Sam 
was annoyed that the lack of an inverted 
system meant this rolling erect had to be 
initiated too soon to call it a proper half-
Cuban! His solution was to borrow an 
American Champion Super Decathlon from 
a friend and do the manoeuvre properly! 
The unexpected benefit was that I was 
introduced to tailwheel flying…

TAILWHeeLING & GOLd WINGS
I wasn’t permitted to do the take-off or landing 
in the Super Decathlon, as my experience 
during the preceding 28 years had purely 
been on nosewheel aircraft. I felt hugely 
embarrassed and peculiarly humbled. 

Determined to quickly master these 
skills, which I’d hitherto disregarded, I 
signed up for a tailwheel course and duly 
completed it in one of the Tiger Club’s 
Super Cubs. My aerobatic instructor said 
I’d never want to fly anything that didn’t 
have a wheel at the back ever again. Well, 
he was right. I’m now happily involved with 
a Cessna C120 group and it’s such a lovely 
(if rather slow) aircraft. 

My interest in flying having duly been 
reawakened, I was wondering what came 

next when along came the LAA’s Gold Wings 
scheme. I’d started to think of myself as a 
fairly veteran pilot, but it dawned on me rather 
quickly that I was a mere novice, and one with 
much to learn.

I decided to get an IMC and a Night 
Rating, in order to put the required ‘five skills’ 
on the scheme’s application form. It took 
about three years, with the financial costs 
factored in, which meant an enforced absence 
from aerobatic flying. However, after taking 
the C120 to Land’s End and back, for the 
600nm cross-country Gold Wings scheme, 
I decided to re-visit the aerobatic world.

BACk TO AerOS
Returning to the Tiger Club, which was now 
based at Damyns Hall Airfield, Essex, a 
more capable aircraft, the Mundry CAP10B, 

was employed for aerobatics – it has a fully 
inverted oil and fuel system.

A number of my C120 group are members 
of the Tiger Club, including Richard Pearson 
(who accompanied me on the Land’s End 
trip) and Julie and Alan Garside, its founders, 
many years ago.

Having been out of the loop (excuse the 
pun) for a number of years, I decided that I 
should start at the beginning. The Tiger Club’s 
instructors are absolutely brilliant! Richard 
Meredith is re-teaching me aerobatics and I’m 
soon to embark on Tiger Moth training with him.

I get a full briefing before, and a debriefing 
after every flight, and I am only now beginning 
to get a little more used to prolonged inverted 
flight. I cannot praise the Tiger Club too 
highly. What do the instructors get paid? 
Absolutely nothing! They’re true flying 
enthusiasts who are knowledgeable, sincere 
and, of course, expert aviators, their only 
reward being the joy of flying. Believe me, 
they’re as delighted at seeing you make 
progress as, doubtless, you are yourself.

Oh, and to answer the musings of my little 
grandaughters, I can tell you that inverted 
spinning is as close to being in that tumble-
drier as you could possibly imagine. It’s great 
fun though! ■
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